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About the Composer 

Ponchielli, Amilcare (1834-1886)

Amilcare Ponchielli was born in Paderno Fasolaro, near Cremona, Italy, on September 1, 
1834.  He entered the Milan Conservatory in 1843, and after leaving in 1854, he began 
work on his first opera, which was produced in 1856.  He composed nine operas, the most 
famous of which is La Gioconda, first produced in 1876.  Perhaps his most popular work 
is “Dance of the Hours” from that opera. 

For a time, Ponchielli was second only to Verdi in the field of Italian opera. He also led 
bands at Piacenza (1861-1864) and Cremona (1864-1886). (He wrote a good deal of band 
music during his tenure as capodibando. –ed)  Ponchielli died in Milan on January 16, 

1886. – Heritage Encyclopedia of Band Music.

About the Editor 

Dr. Henry Howey, Professor of Low Brass, has been a Sam Houston State University 
faculty member since 1976. He completed his brass and musical studies at the University 
of Illinois (B.M., M.M.) with Robert Gray, and the University of Iowa (D.M.A.). His 
extensive performing experience includes a tour with the United States Army Band, 
Washington D.C., as a euphonium player. Dr. Howey serves as state coordinator for wind 
all-state tryout music 
.
A founder of the Sam Houston Brass Quintet, he frequently performs on euphonium and 
tuba with the ensemble. Primarily a trombonist, he is an excellent performer on alto, tenor, 
and bass trombone and performs on all three in various chamber music groups. 

Dr. Howey’s monumental research study on the life and band music of Amilcare Ponchielli, “The Glory of a 
Bandmaster” can be found online at - http://www.shsu.edu/~org_neh/Convegno.html

Henry Howey is owner of the Finale Discussion Group. 

About the Music 

Marcia No. 5, Viva il Re, Op. 119, PP.141.9 (Long Live the King) – First published version is dated 1862, 
making it the earliest true band music represented in BandMusic PDF Library. Henry Howey edited this setting 
for modern concert band with a full score and set of parts.  Ponchielli’s background as an operatic composer and 
his flair for beautiful melodies comes forth throughout the entire march.  A sense of joy suffuses the music, 
making it especially appealing to audiences and performers.   

Many marches and other quality band works of Ponchielli in modern editions by Henry Howey are available for 
free download from the website: 

http://www.shsu.edu/~org_neh/Convegno.html
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